
Kristen Hodnett 
00:05 Welcome to the winter session of SPED 780, The Study of Learning Disabilities. 

00:11 My name is Kristen Hodnett and I'll be your instructor for this course. 
00:15 Like so many of you, I began my teaching career in New York City as an alt cert 
student. 
00:22 I attended Hunter College for my Master's degree in Special Education and currently 
I'm a full-time professor in that department. I am also the advisor to all alt cert programs that 
you are a part of. 

00:34 I enjoy working with teachers as we try to figure out what makes our students tick. 
00:40 The purpose of this course is to look at some of the theories, practices and conceptions 
of learning disabilities. We will discuss current issues, controversies and research and debate 
how that fits into our instruction. 

00:53 I enjoy the online environment and believe that in today's busy world, it is a much 
needed tool. I look forward to facilitating your learning and know that we will have much 
interaction and discussion throughout this course. 
01:05 If you have any questions about this course or an assignment, please email me at 
KHodnett@hunterSOE.org 
01:15 Some tips to help you succeed in this course. Your success in this course is based 
largely on your motivation and participation in our online discussions and online work, so 
please be an active participant. 

01:28 When doing your online work, try to remember that the study of learning disabilities 
isn't black and white. Unfortunately, there is a lot of gray. 

01:35 I cannot give you all the answers during this class because we simply don't have them 
all yet. But we are working on them, and every day, there is a new development in our field. 

01:46 Two great websites for you to keep in your back pocket are understood.org and 
LDonline.org. We will use both of these resources in our course but they are ones that you 
will want to revisit at a later date also. 

 


